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“Bagqiya!” is the battle cry of those who continue to believe in the
resurgence of ISIS. It is also the battle cry of female ISIS

enforcers in Camp al Roj, the camp in Syria housing women and
children related to ISIS members. These women recently attacked
and brutally beat Hoda Muthana, a woman who grew up in
America—a girl who at age 19, had briefly believed the ISIS lies and
joined the group only to find that it was not what she’d been told and
who now strongly denounces ISIS. For these women, the battle cry
of Bagiya means ISIS will remain and last forever. They firmly
expect their ISIS brothers still free on the battle ground to come
break the walls of the camp and bring them back into the ISIS
Caliphate. This is not a completely unfounded hope, given the
numbers of ISIS fighters still at loose is close to when the group first
started. In 2022 the group successfully broke into the al Sina’a
prison housing their male counterparts and prior to ISIS declaring a
Caliphate they “broke the walls” in prisons in Iraq to free al Qaeda in
Iraq fighters to rejoin them. These women have already drawn up
kill lists for when that day happens and Hoda’s name is on it, along
with the other women who now strongly and openly denounce ISIS.

Both Camps al Hol and al Roj are known for violence, even
murders, carried out by ISIS die-hard enforcers who take their ire
out on those who have walked away from the group. Last year
women dedicated to ISIS were even found to be studding out teen
boys to impregnate the ISIS die-hards, so they can increase the
number of fighters for the group in preparation for their resurgence
in the region.

In this recent attack, three women ganged up on and mercilessly
beat, scratched, kicked and spat upon Hoda Muthana, a girl born in
New Jersey and raised in Alabama, a girl who grew up believing she
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was American. Hoda, falsely accused of spreading a rumor about
Lamya, the daughter of Zakia Kacher, being pregnant by a camp
guard, something which Lamya herself had reportedly jokingly said
about herself. According to Hoda, “Zakia, Lamya and Rayana came
together to beat me in front of my 7-year-old son and in front of all
the people, with the guard watching and the administration not
doing anything about it because they use them as their snitches.”

According to Hoda, the eldest, Zakia Kachar, holds German
residency and is of Serbian ethnicity and is already known to be
violent. Hoda states that Zakia “has broken the arm of a Dutch
citizen named Tugba two years ago” and that even though, “she is
violent and doesn’t stop, she gets let off a lot,” because the Kurds
use her as an informant.

Hoda recounts, “Everyone was surrounding us while | was getting
beaten but no one could help because Zakia was warding everyone
off and even threatened them if they camp to help.” Hoda included
in her plea for help, pitiful voice messages of her young son telling
how he was shaking and terrified but unable to do anything to stop
them. Hoda also sent pictures of her scratched neck and arms, and
bruised arms and legs, stating that they kicked her in the thigh at
least 100 times, while beating her and also banged her head
repeatedly on the cement. All of this while her young son looked on
helplessly. As Hoda recounts, “Zakia also grabbed [my son] from
the back and screamed at him to get out of the way.” The boy is
now highly anxious and feels guilty for not having helped her.

There are so many disturbing themes in this story. One is that of a
girl raised in America, having been issued two American passports
and believing herself to be American, now standing accused by the
Kurds of being an “American spy” because she doesn’t want to be a
“snitch” for them. She is thus rendered unprotected by the Kurds
from the ISIS women who just displayed their brutality as they beat
her mercilessly in front of her son and the guards. Another theme is
that of a young boy growing up among monsters with only his
mother to steer him on the path of peace and continued hope that
someday the country she once renounced, but now wishes
desperately to return home to, will find pity for her plight. As a child



with only one healthy but highly distressed attachment figure he
having a hard time growing up normal. And he’s just one example
of thousands of ISIS-related children, completely innocent of any
crimes, yet detained in the camps where they are continually
exposed to, preyed upon and recruited by these die-hard ISIS
women while the children’s home countries refuse to repatriate
them. This begs the question of why our countries are not returning
these women and their children to their home countries rather than
allowing an incubator of hate and violence to broil relentlessly,
perhaps churning out even worse for the future?

Hoda’s case is complicated. Since she was detained, Hoda’s
nationality has been under dispute with her American citizenship
contested all the way up to the Supreme Court. It turns out Hoda
was born in the U.S. to a former diplomat who had been fired from
his job when civil war broke out in his home country of Yemen. He
was on the seceding side and his embassy did not bother to inform
the U.S. State Department that he was out of status before Hoda
was born. If the embassy had properly informed U.S. authorities as
required, Hoda would be a U.S. citizen. That a country in civil war
would properly serve the needs of its former seceded employees is
beyond reasonable expectation, but it became the basis of
rendering Hoda stateless.

Despite this, Hoda has received two U.S. passports in her life.
Unfortunately, the second one was applied for during a time when
she’d become deeply brainwashed by ISIS recruiters and
propagandists who were freely declaring on Twitter that ISIS was a
Caliphate and stating that any Muslim who didn’t come was doomed
to hellfire. It's important to point out that Twitter, nor any other social
media company, has ever been held criminally accountable for
having allowed this platform of hate and deceit to operate. Yet youth
that fell down the rabbit hole are held to a higher standard and were
supposed to have discerned from afar that ISIS was lying to them
over a mainline social media platform operating in the USA. Naive,
and wanting to escape troubled relations in her home, Hoda
travelled to Syria believing she was following God’s mandate. While
she admits she was a true believer in the ISIS lies, she didn’t remain
one for long. After directly experiencing their corruption, brutality
and unislamic nature, Hoda began to look for a way out.
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However, Hoda has been accused of being a propagandist and
recruiting on behalf of the group—that is before she became
disillusioned of it. Unable to find a viable escape, Hoda and her
young son, then only one year old, finally ended up in Camp al Roj
after surrendering to US forces in 2018. While she and her son are
housed in a facility designated for political purposes as a refugee
camp (which allows UNDP to supply it), the “camp” is essentially a
prison, and increasingly a dangerous and toxic one.

While it’s unclear if Hoda is guilty of propagandizing and recruiting,
she is not currently charged by any country of any crimes. She
claims it was others using her phone and social media. And now,
since her surrender, she is clearly no fan of ISIS. When |
interviewed her in March of 2019, she gladly agreed to feature in a
video for our Breaking the ISIS Brand Counter Narrative campaign
aimed at exposing ISIS’s corruption, brutality and unlslamic
practices. In it, she openly denounced the group, not hiding her face
or name, and has continued to do so to this day, a practice which it
appears is now placing her in grave danger as she lives among die-
hard ISIS women who have murdered, assaulted, attacked children
and burned the tents of women who denounce the group.

Whether or not Hoda is guilty of any crime, she should be able to
face charges in a court of law within a reasonable amount of

time. Likewise, she should not be rendered stateless, which taking
away her American passport has done, as she does not have a
Yemeni passport nor expects to be granted one given her father is
negatively viewed by the state.

Hoda however, does have rights as an international prisoner of war
held in detention camps run with the support of the U.S. and EU
governments. International conventions, such as the Geneva
Conventions and the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules, have
established rights for prisoners which under the Geneva
Conventions prohibits prisoners of war being subjected to torture.
According to the UN Standard Minimum Rules, prisoners should be
treated with respect and dignity, and protected from torture, cruel, or
degrading treatment. Clearly being accused as an American spy by
camp guards who then, according to Hoda, left her unprotected
while ISIS-die hard prisoners beat her, is cruel, degrading and a
form of torture.



https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/counterterrorism/american-born-hoda-muthana-tells-all-about-joining-isis-and-escaping-the-caliphate/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCt0H5-QgGQ&t=2s
https://www.icrc.org/en/law-and-policy/geneva-conventions-and-their-commentaries#:~:text=Common%20Article%203%20establishes%20fundamental,be%20collected%20and%20cared%20for.
https://www.icrc.org/en/law-and-policy/geneva-conventions-and-their-commentaries#:~:text=Common%20Article%203%20establishes%20fundamental,be%20collected%20and%20cared%20for.
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Nelson_Mandela_Rules-E-ebook.pdf

Hoda and her son need protection. Hoda has many times told me if
she could only get back to the US, she knows she has to face
justice and perhaps even serve time in prison, although she has
already served 6 years in this camp/prison. She is deeply repentant
and wants to be a strong and committed voice against ISIS. With
her experiences she could well be one for youth like her that fall
down the internet rabbit hole of online recruiting, deception and

lies.

Everyone deserves a second chance, and no one should be
subjected to torture and beatings because they stand up and
denounce ISIS. Clearly Hoda's son, detained from infancy, like so
many other ISIS children still in the camps, is guilty of no

crimes. Given she was born in the USA, grew up in America
believing she was American, has American passport-holding
parents and wants desperately to repent and make up for mistakes,
isn’t it time to return Hoda and her son to America and let him live in
safety while putting her to work for us to fight international
terrorism?
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ICSVE’s Breaking the ISIS Brand and Escape Hate
Counternarrative videos and training seminars can be watched
on ICSVE’s YouTube channel.
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